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New York
SOURCE: Official Compilation of Codes, Rules, and Regulations of the State of New York,  Title 6,
Environmental Conservation Rules and Regulations, Chapter X, Division of Water Resources, Part 701,
Classifications-Surface Waters and Groundwaters, amended March 1998:
http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/regs/701.htm 

§ 701.2 Class N fresh surface waters.
(a) The best usages of Class N waters are the enjoyment of water in its natural condition and, where

compatible, as a source of water for drinking or culinary purposes, bathing, fishing, fish propagation, and
recreation.

§ 701.3 Class AA-Special (AA-S) fresh surface waters.
(a) The best usages of Class AA-S waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food

processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and fishing. The waters shall be suitable
for fish propagation and survival.

§ 701.4 Class A-Special (A-S) fresh surface waters.
(a) The best usages of Class A-S waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food

processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and fishing. The waters shall be suitable
for fish propagation and survival.

                                         
§ 701.5 Class AA fresh surface waters.
(a) The best usages of Class AA waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food

processing purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and fishing. The waters shall be suitable
for fish propagation and survival.

§ 701.6 Class A fresh surface waters.
(a) The best usages of Class A waters are: a source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food processing

purposes; primary and secondary contact recreation; and fishing. The waters shall be suitable for fish
propagation and survival.

§ 701.7 Class B fresh surface waters.
The best usages of Class B waters are primary and secondary contact recreation and fishing. These waters
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shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.

§ 701.8 Class C fresh surface waters.
The best usage of Class C waters is fishing. These waters shall be suitable for fish propagation and survival.
The water quality shall be suitable for primary and secondary contact recreation, although other factors may
limit the use for these purposes.
                                         
§ 701.9 Class D fresh surface waters.
The best usage of Class D waters is fishing. Due to such natural conditions as intermittency of flow, water
conditions not conducive to propagation of game fishery, or stream bed conditions, the waters will not
support fish propagation. These waters shall be suitable for fish survival. The water quality shall be suitable
for primary and secondary contact recreation, although other factors may limit the use for these purposes.


